Gosho Passage of the Month December 2024

“The Wealthy Man Sudatta”
(“Ueno-dono gohenji”)

December 27, 1280 (Age 59)

I will teach you the path to easily attain
Buddhahood. To teach a person
something is like greasing the wheels of a
heavily loaded cart to ease its movement
forward or floating a boat on water so it
can effortlessly glide ahead. Similarly, the
way to become a Buddha is not especially
difficult. It is like giving water to the
thirsty in a time of drought or the warmth
of a fire to a freezing man. Or, it is like
someone in a time of famine who offers his
last treasured valuable and then when
reduced to the point of death, he
unexpectedly receives a gift of food.
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