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Questions and Answers between 
a Sage and an Unenlightened Man  

(Shogu mondo-sho) 
 

March 21, 1277 (Age 56) 
 
The human heart is like water that conforms to 
the shape of its container, and the nature of 
things is like the moon’s reflection buffeted by 
waves. Therefore, while you may say that your 
faith is unshakable, one day in the future, your 
resolve is bound to weaken. Devils and demons 
may come before you, but you must not be 
swayed by them. The Devil of the Sixth Heaven 
detests Buddhist Law, and non-Buddhists 
despise Buddhism. However, you must be like 
the mountain of gold that brightens when a 
boar brushes against it, like the ocean filled by 
many streams, like a fire that intensifies when 
wood is added and like the kalakula insect that 
grows larger by feeding on the wind. Then, how 
can the outcome be anything but positive? 
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