Gosho Passage of the Month July 2023

A Comparison between the Lotus Sutra

and Other Sutras

(Shokyo to hokekyo to nan’i no koto)
May 26, 1280 (Age 59)

Since the doctrines of Kobo, Jikaku, and
Chisho have been widely accepted, this truth [of
the Lotus Sutra] has been obscured in Japan
for over four hundred years.It is like
exchanging a gemstone for a piece of gravel or
selling off sandalwood as common
lumber. When Buddhism becomes corrupted,
society becomes defiled and chaotic. Buddhism
is like the body and society like the shadow.
When the body is twisted, so is the
shadow. Fortunately, my disciples are able to
follow the Buddha’s will and naturally flow into
the sarvajna ocean of profound wisdom. The
Buddhist scholars in society will suffer, since
they will sink into the sea of sufferings, as they
believe in the teachings expounded according to
the capacity of the people.
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