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Reply to Shijo Kingo  
(Shijo kingo dono-gohenji) 

 
March 6, 1275 (Age 54) 

 
This is what the Lotus Sutra refers to in the 

passage, “the most difficult to believe and the 
most difficult to understand.” Many people 
accept the Lotus Sutra upon hearing it. 
However, it is rare to find those who 
“remember and never forget [what they have 
been taught]” when the great hardships that 
they have heard about actually befall them. 

Accepting is easy, but continuing is difficult. 
Even so, one must maintain one’s faith in 
order to attain Buddhahood. Those who 
uphold this sutra must be prepared to undergo 
hardships. However, there is no doubt that, 
“they will be able to instantly attain the 
unsurpassed Buddha way.” 

To uphold this sutra means to indelibly etch 
into one’s heart Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo, 
which is the most precious to all the Buddhas 
of the three existences. 

(Gosho p. 775 / Nichiren Shoshu Monthly November 2022)  
Nichiren Shoshu Myosenji 
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