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In this county [Nagasa], there is a temple named
Seichoji. Facing toward the south, inside the
Jibutsudo hall of the Shobutsubo, I first spoke about
the doctrine [Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo] at noon on the
twenty-eighth day of the fourth month in the fifth
year of Kencho (1253). Twenty-seven years have
passed since then and it is currently the second year
of Koan (1279). It took Shakyamuni Buddha
forty-odd years, the Great Teacher Tiantai thirty-odd
years, and the Great Teacher Dengyo twenty-odd
years to accomplish the purpose of their advent. The
great and severe persecutions that befell them during
those years are indescribable. I, Nichiren, already
have discussed this matter with you. It has taken me
twenty-seven years.
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