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The Opening of the Eyes  
(Kaimoku-sho)  

Feb. 1272  (Age 51) 
 
I hereby make a great pledge. Even if I am told 
that I will assume the position of the sovereign 
of Japan if I cast aside the Lotus Sutra and 
follow the Sutra of Meditation on the Buddha 
of Infinite Life (Kammuryoju-kyo) and look 
forward to an afterlife; even if I am told that 
my father and mother will be beheaded if I do 
not utter the Nembutsu; and regardless of the 
various such great obstacles I may encounter, I 
will never succumb to them so long as the wise 
men do not overturn my teachings. All other 
great obstacles are like dust before the wind. I 
shall be the pillar of Japan. I shall be the eyes 
of Japan, and I shall be the great vessel of 
Japan. This is what I pledge, and I shall never 
abandon it. 

(Gosho p. 572 / Nichiren Shoshu Monthly August 2021) 
Nichiren Shoshu Myosenji 
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